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November Ist. A free vote is sure to 

give SWAPO a majority. 
Namibia has never been so close to 

independence, but the mood prevailing 

among Namibians is one of cautious 

optimism. South Africa still has enough 

power to disrupt the independence 

process. Fearing the encouragement for 

the liberation movement in South 
Africa, that an overwhelming SWAPO 

victory would represent, the Pretoria 

regime has launched a new _ anti- 

SWAPO campaign. It is also suspected 

of giving UNITA members Namibian 

identity cards, of hiding guns and am- 
munition and of training people who 
might be used in the future as contras 

against the legitimate government. 

Even if the transition to in- 

dependence goes peacefully, Namibia 

will have to face the major problem of 

its complete economic dependence on 

South Africa. Realizing this, SWAPO 

is realistic about the immediate pro- 

spects of a free Namibia. Anton 

Lubowski, a prominent member of 

SWAPO, expressed this as follows (in 

an interview with Cikaden, Arhus, 

Denmark): «SWAPO wants a socialist 

state built on democratic principles. 

But this is not something we can reach 

from today to tomorrow. After libera- 

tion we will still be completely depen- 

dent on South Africa... Even if we 

wished to, it will not be possible for a 

SWAPO government to break ties with 

South Africa. Don’t forget that we 

import over 90% of our food from 

South Africa. The two countries are 

completely economically integrated; 
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they even have the same currency. But 

we will try to reduce the dependence... 

We will negotiate with the foreign 

companies operating in Namibia. We 

want the exploitation of the mines to be 

to the advantage of both sides. The 

country must enjoy part of the income 
of the mines, which is not the case now. 

But it is also clear that the companies 

must have some profit.» 

UNITA seems to be the big loser of 

the peace process. Since the withdrawal 

of South African troops from Angola 

in August 1988, UNITA suffered heavy 

losses and was expelled from several 

towns in central Angola. Even though 

UNITA is still given a role to play by 

South Africa and the US, as expressed 

by the transfer of big contingents of its 

forces to Namibia in November’88 and 

the building up of its infrastructure in 

Zaire, US support will not be a com- 

pensation for South African troops. In 

an interview to Le Monde, on August 

27, 1988, President Dos Santos of 

Angola described the situation as 

follows: «It is sure that the puppets will 

not disappear with the partial or com- 

plete stop of foreign support. Their 

neutralization will demand a_ last 

sacrifice from our people and armed 

forces.» With a new amnesty law for 

UNITA members giving up their arms 

and returning to civilian life, and a call 

for a cease-fire, the MPLA government 

hopes to deal a final blow to UNITA 

and to give Angola the peace it has been 

struggling for since 1975. 

Following the failure of the Botha 

government to modernize apartheid, 

the settlement now reached is a victory 

and might be a sign that the racist 

regime is increasingly fighting with its 

back against the wall. 
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