
Israelis more leeway in its region than would otherwise be per- 

mitted. And U.S. aid shields the Israeli population from suffer- 

ing the economic consequences.?® 

Inescapably, work to stop U.S. aid to dictatorships in Cent- 

ral America will have little effect if Israeli arms sales are not cut 

off. The American people have only one lever to use against 

Israel: cutting off U.S. aid. Consider that the Israelis actually 

oppose full-scale resumption of U.S. shipments of arms to 

Central America since this directly competes with Israeli sales. 

If its goal is to actually deny weapons to Rios Montt and his 

counterparts in Honduras and El Salvador and not merely to 

wipe the blood from the hands of the U.S., Israel will have to 
become a prime target of the Central American solidarity 
movement. 

The Israeli role, to use a Vietnam-era expression, is 
escalating dangerously fast. Israel plays a key role in the 
regionalization of the Central American conflict. The Israeli 
arms industry is capable of supplying all the needs of the Cent- 
ral American regimes and would be glad to do so. With no sign 
of significant Israeli opposition,2®° Israel will only be stopped 
when a broad opposition movement is built in the United States 

and U.S. aid to Israel is cut off. 
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