
which is the focus of this study, were key sources of information in compiling these 

agricultural statistics. ~° The Asian provinces of the empire, including Palestine, were first 

surveyed in 1909. 

The introduction to the 1909 survey clarifies that production levels as reported in the 

statistical compendium were derived from statistics on the amount of usr (tax on harvests) 
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collected. The tables of information show that landholdings of grains were reported in 

three divisions: those 10 dunams or less, those between 10 and 50 dunams, and those larger 

than 50 dunams.””’ It is very important to note, these figures do not reflect the total amount 

of agricultural properties held by farming families but, rather, the size of their tarla, fields for 

growing grains. This appears not to have been understood by two foundational researchers 

201 The under- who have used these statistics, Arthur Ruppin and Avraham Granott. 

calculations this led to have influenced not only generations of scholarly writing on 

Palestinian land-tenure in the Ottoman period but also political decisions. 
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