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the government for the period 1919-1945.” In the area of taxation, the 

government reduced the Rural Property Tax on citrus land by more than two thirds 

for 1939-1940 and thereafter was completely exempted, while at the same time 

redoubling the tax twice for all other agricultural lands between 1943 and 1945.“ 

Up to 1939, citrus was not only the most valuable cash crop, but also the 

one with the greatest wage labor force in and out of agriculture. For the 1938-1939 

season, it has been estimated that the wage labor force was 17,400 in man years 

for European Jewish groves, and 20,000 man years if transportation and handling 

were included. The estimate for Arab groves was about 17,000 man years.” 

Another estimate for the same season put the number of wage labor in the busy 

months at 19,000 in European Jewish groves, of which, 8,000 were Arab workers, 

and 4,000-5,000 of the total were permanent workers. In the Arab-owned groves, 

15,000 were hired for the busy months, of which 3,000-5,000 were permanent 

workers. *° 

The industrial processing of citrus, although relatively small, went much 

further than the case of vegetables. Although its beginnings predate WWII, it was 
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