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output during the war was substantial, most of the increase preceded the war.” 

The greater part of the production and area cultivated with fruits was Arab 

owned. By 1945, these accounted for about 92 percent of the total area, almost 88 

percent of output and a 74 percent share in the value of the fruits.** 

In the case of European Jewish fruits cultivation, it was highly integrated 

with industry, primarily the wine-making industry. By 1945, the total European 

Jewish area cultivated with fruits of about 43,000 dunums,* 18,000 dunums,™ 

or 42 percent were designated for the cultivation of wine grapes. The production of 

wine reached 5.5 million liters for the same year, with a considerable amount 

exported to the United States before the shipping shortage of WWII.* 

Trade in fresh fruits mostly involved the importation of apples and the 

export of melons and watermelons. Apples represented about 50 percent of the 

total imports of fresh fruit,°° while at the same time, total fresh fruit imports were 
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