Wage Labour, Landlessness, and Migration as

Factors in Rural Transformation
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of course, a common feature of traditional village employment. But the
foundation o7 a peasant economy is not challenged until employment chances

outside the village, especially those related to the penetration of capi-

talist manufacturing and market, are introduced to village 1life (Franklin,

1969:55-56). An alternative threat to the rationale of a peasant economy

is the substantial supplementation of farm income with remittances sent
by migrant members abroad, to the extent that marginal agriculture, as

above, becomes redundant. We shall deal here with both of these

defined

problems, migration and wage labour, as they relate to each other, anc

to the peasant farm as a unit of production.
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pressures to pay taxes and debts in cash compelled many peasants to seek

bloyment in commercial agriculture in the estates of absentee land-

lords, as well as in the farms of middle peasants, in the central and
Maritime plains. The growth of citrus plantations in the coastal plains
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