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were also tenants. The Jordan Val (1954:15-16) provided the follow-
ing explanaticns for the differences:
a. Absentee landlordship is much higher in the Western Valley,

dence of resident landlords in the

whereas the higher 1nci
Eastern Valley led to frequent friction with their tenants,

and, hence, higher turnover.

b. Land scarcity was less of a factor in the changing of holdings
among East Ghor landlords than in the West, where the majority
of refugees established their residence. The proportion of

fallow areas, consequently, were higher in the East Ghor.

c. Prevalence of private property in land in the East Bank, as
opposed to state domain and wagf categories (which prevailed
in the Western Valley) tempted landlords in the Eastern Ghor
to change their tenants much more frequently for fear of

tenants establishing their squatter's rights. There the law




