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total population remained small. This compares with the beginning of 1978

when there were only 2,000 settlers in the whole rift (Harris, 1980:113).

Projections for the northern rift envisioned an increase to 3,300 by 1980

and 8,000 by 1995 (ibid.:122).

The fear that the 1981 elections could have brought the Labour
Party to power pmpﬂ]ed the Jewish Agency Settlement Department to start

a nationwide campaign for settlement in the Jordan Valley. 1Its slogan was

"‘Build your nest in the Jordan Valley." Settlers were offered an intro-
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major problem facing the Jordan Valley Jewish settlements,

owever, is physical viability and their inability, despite material 1in-
- ducements to attract new members. Part of this failure can be attributed
to the sheer environmental harshness of the Valley to which many of the

new settlers, despite their zeal, are not accustomed to. But economic
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rly push for creating an agrarian economy almost exclusively
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d
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fruits backfired when even earlier vegetables from the Arava Valley

Rafah Approaches flooded the market (Goell, 1980:12). A sudden shift,




